
 
 Beach Haven Taxpayers’ Associations Provide Response to the “Debt of  Gratitude” 

 
Letter to the Editor 

 
A letter in the August 4th edition of the Sandpaper entitled “Debt of Gratitude” articulated the many 
contributions made by  the  dozen or more (including BHTA) who stood  up in what they believed in 
to encourage Borough Council to pass an Ordinance to ban cannabis.  The author, suggested that 
there is one  way to have our tax dollars be heard in Beach Haven and that is, to have a voice in 
electing our governing officials. The solution was to have one member of the family register to vote 
in Ocean County by changing  its residency status to avoid “taxation without representation”.  While 
the author is correct once a form of identification is provided to prove residency, there is another 
avenue. The Beach Haven Taxpayers’ Association (BHTA) was established in 1962, to achieve said 
purpose. We encourage all taxpayers to join us to further our mission. 
 
BHTA is a non-profit “watchdog” to identify issues and to monitor the local governing bodies on all 
taxpayer’s behalf; most of whom cannot vote in local elections. Our mission is to build a network of 
engaged taxpayers who care about the Borough’s vitality and affordability. This includes all issues 
affecting our taxpayers including cultural, environmental and economic. To accomplish this, we 
solicit community members to provide input related to the Borough government's operation and 
improvement.  

To enhance transparency  and communication for all taxpayers, a member of Borough Council is an 
adjunct member of our Board without voting rights.  In the past. we moderated a “Meet the Council 
Candidates” forum to address the concerns of our taxpayers. 
 
Related to the economy, BHTA  priorities continues to be community revitalization and support for 
initiatives that attract commerce, positively impacting the Borough’s tax ratable and increasing 
property tax revenue and the Borough’s revenue base.  Related to the environment, we successfully 
advocated for a plastic bag ordinance and during this past year held several forums related to the 
planned Offshore Wind Energy initiatives by the State of New Jersey. We have been an active 
supporter of the Community Arts Program (CAP) and other cultural organizations during these 
difficult times and implemented a beautification program in the downtown district that is an 
important part of our town. We will continue to take positions that sustain and enhance public 
safety. 

If you are interested in improving the quality of life of the residents and taxpayers of Beach Haven, 
promote efficiency and economy within our government, and study and make recommendations of 
common concern affecting our community,  we encourage you to visit our website at 
www.bhtaxpayers.org. Your involvement is critical to our quest to best represent the concerns of 
all Beach Haven taxpayers.  

 

John Hailperin 
President, BHTA 
 

 



 


